
6 May 2008
Dear Colleague 
Re - Embedding the Key Capabilities in Practice Learning in Semester 2, Session 2007-08

This academic year has seen the introduction of Key Capabilities in Child Care and Child Protection into all social work training courses and we are well aware that there has been considerable learning for us all as we try to incorporate this new dimension into Practice Learning. Given the diversity of practice learning settings that offer placements to students we are very keen to find out what your experience of working with Key Capabilities has been this semester and have arranged a Consultation Workshop for Thursday 5th June 2008, 10:00 -12:00 at Robert Gordon University (RGU), as well as a questionnaire. 
There is also another important reason why we need to hear about your experiences of implementing this new practice requirement. Through the Scottish Executive, SSSC and SIESWE, all Universities providing social work courses will participate in the Change Academy. The Change Academy is across university forum for promoting new ideas and innovation in the delivery of courses. This year the Change Academy has focussed on social work education. The Academy has identified a range of key issues in social work education, one of which is the highly topical Key Capabilities in Child Care and Child Protection. The Robert Gordon University Change Academy team have been focussing on Evidence Based Practice in relation to how Key Capabilities can be embedded into the curriculum.
Although the remit of the Change Academy is primarily about change within HEI`s delivery of courses, we have taken the view that this cannot be done in isolation from practice learning. It has therefore been our intention to involve practice teachers fully in our consultation process and keep them up to date with how our Change Academy task is progressing. 
In summary, your views on embedding the Key Capabilities in Practice Learning are an important aspect of how we work through these new requirements. The University’s participation in the Change Academy means that your experiences, views and participation are even more crucial. Prior to the consultation workshop on the 5th of June we would be grateful if you would complete the online questionnaire via the Virtual Campus or return to Sheila Slesser Practice Learning Coordinator, School of Applied Social Studies, The Faculty of Health and Social Care, Garthdee Road, Aberdeen AB10 7QG.
This workshop will run along very similar lines as the previous workshop which was held in December 2007. If you have had students both semesters we would welcome your input and thoughts on your second experience, either via questionnaire or workshop attendance.
Please complete the attached form to indicate your attendance at the workshop on the 5th of June 2008.

If you would like any further information regarding this please contact Robert Buckley at r.buckley@rgu.ac.uk telephone direct line 01224 263218 or Sheila Slesser at s.slesser@rgu.ac.uk  telephone direct line 01224 263224.

We look forward to seeing you then.
Consultation Workshop for Practice Teachers/Link Supervisors – Embedding Key Capabilities into Practice Learning.
5th June 2008 10:00 am – 12:00 am
Room H629, Faculty of Health & Social Care

I will/will not be able to attend the workshop.

Name .....................................................

Agency ...................................................

..............................................................

..............................................................

Please return this form to RGU by 29th of May 2008
Parking at Garthdee 

There are designated visitor spaces at all buildings on the Garthdee campus, which are outlined in red. 

These spaces are non-bookable and operate on a first-come-first-served basis. 

All visitors must report to the building's reception where they will be issued with a one-day visitor permit which must then be clearly displayed on their vehicle's dashboard. 

If all the designated visitor spaces are occupied, a visitor can park in any other vacant space on the campus but must display a visitor permit in their vehicle. 

For Directions:

Please use the following website for the map mapping the direction to The Robert Gordon University at Garthdee.

www.rgu.ac.uk/files/ACFC069.pdf
Important Note: The time scale from issuing of the permit to the displaying of the permit can take between 5 – 15 minutes

The Robert Gordon University

Embedding the Key Capabilities in Practice Learning in Semester 2, Session 2007-08

Questionnaire for Practice Teachers/Link Supervisors

1. Have you supervised a student in a practice learning setting this semester?

YES □  







NO □
1a. Did you supervise a student in September – December Semester?

YES □  







NO □
2. What was your role in the supervision of the student?
Practice Teacher □ 
Long Arm/Singleton (delete as appropriate) □                           Link Supervisor □  
How many students did you supervise?
For Group Supervisors Only – It is not expected that you complete a questionnaire for each student, however we would welcome a broad overview of your experiences of embedding the key Capabilities in practice.

3. What type of setting was the student placed in?
    Was this a Statutory □ or Voluntary Setting □ 
4. What was the main service user group?
5.  How did you first hear/learn about Key Capabilities? 
 6. Which Key Capability requirement did you address?
□     Key Capability Requirement 1
     As it was relevant to the practice learning setting
□     Key Capability Requirement 2
     By the student undertaking an assessment of child’s
     needs or parenting capacity
□     Both 1 and 2

7. For Non Child Centred Settings

□   If the student was not in a child centred setting how

   did you achieve evidence for Key Capability 1.
□   If you were not in a child centred setting and the
   student undertook to evidence Key Capability 2, how

   was this achieved?
8. For Child Centred Settings
· If the student was in a child centred setting, in what way did the student evidence Key Capability 1
· If the student was in a child centred setting, in what way did the student evidence Key Capability 2
9. What were the positives for you about embedding

    the Key Capabilities into your students practice

    learning experience this semester?

10. What difficulties did you encounter in embedding 
      the Key Capabilities into your students practice

      learning experience this semester?

11. Any additional comments.

Please return this completed form by email to s.slesser@rgu.ac.uk or post to Sheila Slesser, The Robert Gordon University, School of Applied Social Studies, Faculty of Health & Social Care, Garthdee Road, Aberdeen, AB10 7QG, on or before the 29th May 2008

